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Tuesday
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Daily Readings for week commencing 18th July 2022
1 Samuel 1: 1-20
Luke 19: 28-40
1 Samuel 1: 21-2:11
Luke 19: 41-end
1 Samuel 2: 12-26
Luke 20: 1-18
1 Samuel 2: 27-end
Luke 20: 9-19
1 Samuel 16: 14-end
Luke 8: 1-3
Mary Magdalene
1 Samuel 4: 1b-end
Luke 20: 27-40

Pray for those in need…Please pray for the people of Ukraine...for those in need of God’s healing
touch...Heather, Dorothy, Pat, Sue, Joyce, Maureen, Shane, Bryn, Katie-Lou, Margaret and
Alison... Please pray for those who mourn the loss of a loved one...remembering the souls of
Maureen and George

100 Club Winners
for July:
No.18
Maureen Palmer.
No. 21
Penny Welford.
Welcome to Revd Peter Hart who leads
and preaches at our service today!

Are you good at seizing the moment? It requires a mixture of discernment and
decisiveness. We’re not going to fall into committed discipleship by chance. It
would have been so easy for Mary to do what she always did when visitors
arrived. If Martha cooked, probably she laid the table. That’s how it generally
works, isn’t it? Or perhaps Mary arranged the flowers. She may have known that
Martha would be cross if she didn’t supply her usual help with the bits Martha
found difficult or a nuisance. She needed courage. And it looks as if she had good
concentration as well. She sat at Jesus feet ‘and listened’. She wasn’t shirking,
pretending to want to learn or pretending to give Jesus the respectful attention
due to an honoured guest. She wasn’t playing for effect either, looking over her
shoulder to test the reaction she was getting. She was single-minded.
Do you admire her, or find her a bit unattractive? Single-minded people can be a
bit off-putting, or a bit irritating! Have you ever had a friend who was impossible
to lure out for a drink, or to a film, because he or she was working for an exam, or
needing to get on with the end-of-year figures – or something like that? Maybe
when it comes to finding the opportunities to ‘listen for God’ we all need to be a
bit less concerned about how other people see us. Maybe, sometimes, we need
to be irritating! Not ‘just because’, but because we’ve thought about it, and we’re
confident that we’ve seized an opportunity too important to let pass by.
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