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Please continue to pray for Olga, Orest and their three children
as they make their way to Worcester.
Pray for Ukraine
Sometimes we
behave as if caring
for the sheep is enough, and anything beyond that it
is someone else’s problem. Or, to put it another way,
do we work to challenge and change unjust
structures, or do we respond only to the pastoral
issues that they tend to cause? Of course, there is
nothing wrong with doing the latter. We are called to
serve and care for one another, especially for those
in need, those who are the poorest, who are on the
fringes of what we might regard as ‘normal’ society,
those who are persecuted and so on. The question is,
is that enough?
Sticking with the sheep metaphor: caring for sheep is
more than ‘search and rescue’. Yes, it is or can be
that. And the gospel stories about finding lost sheep
encourage us to think about that in a human context.

Psalm 23 from The Message
GOD, my shepherd!
I don’t need a thing.
You have bedded me down in lush
meadows,
you find me quiet pools to drink
from.
True to your word,
you let me catch my breath
and send me in the right
direction.
Even when the way goes through
Death Valley,
I’m not afraid
when you walk at my side.
Your trusty shepherd’s crook
makes me feel secure.
You serve me a six-course dinner
right in front of my enemies.
You revive my drooping head;
my cup brims with blessing.
Your beauty and love chase after
me
every day of my life.
I’m back home in the house of GOD
for the rest of my life.

But caring for sheep also requires mending fences
and anticipating problems further down the line, so that the sheep do not have to face the
same risks again. Being a shepherd is more than tending to pastoral problems; it is about
fixing structural things that are not right or not working. How well are we doing?
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Daily Readings for week commencing 9th May, 2022
Exodus 32: 1-14
Luke 2: 41-end
Exodus 32: 15-34
Luke 3: 1-14
Exodus 33
Luke 3: 15-22
Exodus 34: 1-10,27-end Luke 4: 1-13
Exodus 35: 20-36:7
Luke 4: 14-30
1 Corinthians 4: 1-7
John 15: 9-17 St Matthias

Pray for those in need…Please pray for the people of Ukraine...for those in need of God’s healing
touch...Heather, Dorothy, Pat, Sue, Joyce, Maureen, Shane, Bryn, Katie-Lou, Margaret... Please
pray for those who mourn the loss of a loved one, remembering the souls of ...Pamela, Eric and
Jane.
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