Holy Trinity & St Matthew’s Church, Ronkswood
Weekly Newsletter and Reflections Easter 3 1st May 2022

Revd Rob Farmer 01905-319157. Phil Welling 01905-354778 Penny Welford 01905-351468

Holy Trinity & St Matthew’s Church, Ronkswood
Weekly Newsletter and Reflections Easter 3 1st May 2022

Please continue to pray for Olga, Orest and their three children
as they make their way to Worcester.
Praying for Ukraine

Praying about violence should always leave us queasy, to say the least. What does it mean
to pray for military success? What do we pray about the weapons we supply to Ukraine?
This week, in ambulances and fire engines, perhaps, we are given a focus for prayer that we
may be able to pursue more confidently.
Going deeper, we may find it very hard indeed to believe there could be resurrection,
reconciliation, healing between Ukraine and Russia. We are very emphatically called by
Jesus and St Paul to pray for enemies. Even if we can’t imagine it, we must hold on enough
to create the conditions in which resurrection might be imagined. Listen to Ananias’ anxious
prayer about Saul when asked to minister to him. ‘But Lord, he’s deadly.’ Yet Ananias goes.
We may be startled by Saul’s encounter with Jesus on the road and his blindness, in which
he ironically learns to see properly the catastrophic error of his violence. We might pray for
scales to fall from Russian eyes. But the real miracle, the truly astonishing moment that
proves the power of Jesus’ resurrection to transform our world view is this:
Before Saul says a word, or expresses any penitence, Ananias lays gentle healing hands on
the man who has spread hate speech about Christians and conspired in their murder and
Ananias calls him ‘brother’ (Acts 9.17).
We struggle to believe such a thing could happen today, but it has. Only last month, two
hugely moving clips showed what is possible. Ukranians gave food to a young Russian
soldier and put him in touch with his mother. Another was able to speak to his mother from
captivity, allowing us a glimpse of the vulnerability and humanity of those caught up in
enacting Putin’s aggression (see Romans 12.20.) We should watch them carefully, ensuring
we are neither triumphalist nor voyeuristic. Rather, we should honour the humanity of all
involved and treasuring male tears amid the violence. Perhaps these give us things to pray
for people grieving and embroiled on both sides of the conflict.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Daily Readings for week commencing 2nd May, 2022
Proverbs 4: 10-18
James 1: 1-12 Philip and James Apostles
Exodus 20: 1-21
Luke 1: 26-38
Exodus 24
Luke 1: 39-56
Exodus 25: 1-22
Luke 1: 57-end
Exodus 28: 1-4a, 29-38
Luke 2: 1-20
Exodus 29: 1-9
Luke 2: 21-40

Pray for those in need…Please pray for the people of Ukraine...for those in need of God’s healing
touch...Heather, Dorothy, Pat, Sue, Joyce, Maureen, Pamela, Shane, Bryn, Katie-Lou, Margaret...
Please pray for those who mourn the loss of a loved one, remembering the souls of ...Dennis,
Pauline & Eric, and Kath.
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