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Remembrance Sunday

Leonard Cheshire, was awarded the V.C. for achievements in WWII, but went on to
achieve even more in helping others, establishing care homes.
As a student at Oxford, Leonard had loved racing through the countryside in his little
red sports car. When World War II broke out, he trained as a pilot, and was soon flying
huge bomber planes. He took part in many dangerous raids over Germany. After 100
trips he was awarded the Victoria Cross for his skill and bravery, and was sent as an
observer in the plane that dropped the first atomic bomb over Japan.
Once the war was over, and Leonard had left the RAF, he gradually became a
changed man. Why shouldn't ex-service people work together for the good of all?
Leonard found out about a man called Arthur, who was suffering from cancer, and had
been discharged from hospital with no relatives or money. Having failed to find anyone
to look after Arthur, Leonard decided to do it himself. He cleaned and decorated a
room in the large but shabby house that he had, and took Arthur in. He had to borrow
a bed and blankets for Arthur. Soon they were joined by an old lady of ninety, who was
also without other help.
Leonard did all the cooking and gardening, as well as nursing the patients in his care.
Through the influence of Arthur, a Christian, Leonard began thinking about God, and
his faith grew.
When the residents numbered thirty, he looked around for another refuge. He and his
ex-service friends partly rebuilt and repaired an old RAF station to suit the purpose.
For a time Leonard worked so hard he became ill, and had to take two years off for
rest and recovery. While still in bed he managed to obtain some second-hand buses
that his friends drove around, playing recordings of his voice to attract people to enter
his 'churches on wheels'. Although he had gained a great reputation for all his wartime
achievements, his main aim now was, humbly, to show love and concern to poor,
lonely and sick men and women.
Together with his wife, Sue Ryder, he did a tremendous job in resettling refugees who
had been displaced by the chaos of war. The number of Cheshire Homes, as they
came to be called, mounted steadily, not only in Britain, but in India, Malaysia, and
Africa, to name but a few. Leonard's vision for helping the ill and homeless was being
realised, and the important work he started still flourishes today.
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Peace
A Prayer meditation for Remembrance Day
History can inspire or trap.
Walls can protect or divide.
Words can encourage or inflame.
Power can free or destroy.
Touch can comfort or violate.
Peace can be shared or withheld.
Gracious God, on this day when we remember past and present conflicts,
we pray for the divided peoples of the world, that leaders, governments and each one of us
may use our resources, our opportunities and our lives in the service of reconciliation
for the sake of future generations and to the glory of your name. Amen.

Pete Holt
We have all been saddened to hear the news about Pete’s death last week – please do keep
Kathy, Annabel and Georgina in your prayers. Pete’s funeral will take place at St Martin’s
Church, London Road on Thursday 18th November starting at 12.45 p.m. with a private
family Committal at the crematorium afterwards.
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Daily Readings for week commencing 15th November 2021
Isaiah 9: 8 – 10:4
Matthew 7: 1-12
Isaiah 10: 5-19
Matthew 7: 13-end
Isaiah 10: 20-32
Matthew 8: 1-13
Isaiah 10: 33-11:9
Matthew 8: 14-22
Isaiah 11: 10- end of 12
Matthew 8: 23-end
Isaiah 13: 1-13
Matthew 9: 1-17

Pray for those in need…Sally, Tristan, Mark, Katie-Louise, Pam, Sue, Bryn, Evelyn, Shane, Pat,
Heather, Dorothy, Mandy, Joyce, Ian, Juliette and Nicki. Please remember those who mourn the
loss of loved ones at this time...Pete and Rosina
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