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Who is John's Jesus? 

The bridge between earth and heaven. 

As with Mark, John’s Gospel also invites us to understand 

Jesus as the one who brings the kingdom of heaven 

among us. John’s imagery, however, is much more precise 

about how this happens. At the end of the first chapter, 

Jesus meets Nathanael, ‘an Israelite in whom there is no 

deceit’ (1.47), and astounds him simply by knowing who 

he is. 

Then Jesus sets this small moment of revelation alongside the promise of a much greater 

one: ‘you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the 

Son of Man’ (1.51). The ending of this story is a crucial moment in John’s narrative – this is 

what Jesus is about. Heaven is no longer cut off by a barrier between God and humanity; the 

door is now open. The life of heaven is accessible to earthbound men, women and children, 

if they are in Christ. Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus takes up the same theme: ‘you 

must be born from above’, says Jesus (3.7), reflecting a worldview where heaven was always 

understood as ‘up there’. This is a profoundly radical claim. Throughout the Old Testament, 

we encounter images of the gap between God and the world, between Creator and 

creation. God is the potter; we are the clay (Jeremiah 18.5). The barrier between God and 

creation is as solid as a sapphire pavement (Exodus 24.10), and it is breached only in dreams 

(Genesis 28.12). But now, Jesus asserts, heaven is open and accessible to his followers. John 

chapter 6 is an extended reflection on this amazing claim. 

What does it mean for us, if heaven is open? Can we share in the life of heaven? Jesus’ 

exposition of the bread of life makes it clear that we can. When we eat the bread and drink 

the cup of the Eucharist, we are eating food that bridges earth and heaven. 

Daily Readings for week commencing 11th October 2021 

Monday 2 Chronicles 26: 1-21  John 13: 1-11 

Tuesday 2 Chronicles 28   John 13: 12-20 

Wednesday 2 Chronicles 29: 1-19  John 13: 21-30 

Thursday 2 Chronicles 29: 20-end  John 13: 31-end 

Friday 2 Chronicles 30   John 14: 1-14 

Saturday 2 Chronicles 32: 1-22  John 14: 15-end 

Pray for those in need…Sally, Tristan, Mark, Katie-Louise, Pam, Sue, Bryn, Evelyn, Shane, Pat, 
Heather, Dorothy, Mandy, Joyce, Pete and family, Ian, Juliette and Nicki. Please remember those 
who mourn the loss of loved ones at this time...Lynda 


