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Friends, we all know that Covid infection rates 

continue to rise and we all need to remain cautious 

and vigilant. At the moment we have the choice about mask wearing and where go and who 

we see, but that may change if things continue to get worse. I urge you to err on the side of 

caution every day, not just in church – wear your mask if you can and remain aware of social 

distancing guidelines. Get tested regularly. Let’s stay well everyone. Rob. 

For the week ahead... 

Three weeks ago, a fault in the fire safety systems of a production company took many TV 

channels off the air.  The system also destroyed hard disks in a broadcast facility, leaving 

Channel 4 unable to offer subtitles on its programmes for several weeks. 

Mark Atkinson, chief executive at hearing loss charity RNID, said: ‘For more than three weeks, 

the 12 million people in the UK who are deaf or have hearing loss have felt excluded and 

increasingly angry, because the system to provide subtitles and signed content is broken.  It's 

impossible to imagine a failure that affected the hearing community being allowed to go on for 

so long. Contrast this experience with recent episodes of Strictly Come Dancing which have 

seen professionals, presenters and judges learning sign language to include and welcome a 

deaf contestant.  How does it feel when you are excluded from something because of who you 

are? This week’s passage (Mark 10.46-52) is about someone who felt excluded because of one 

of their senses.  Bartimaeus was blind, but not only that, he was unseen.  Others pass him by 

on the road.  When he calls out, the crowd calls for him to be silent – to return to being unseen.  

No one acknowledges his presence or his humanity.  Who are the people we ignore?  Who is 

it easier not to engage with? 

But Jesus is different.  He stops, he takes an interest, he shows that he cares and it turns out 

that Bartimaeus can see who Jesus really is – something which the crowds and the disciples 

have failed to see.  Jesus stopping to notice Bartimaeus is a moment which reveals a glimpse 

of God. The Bible opens with a story which says we are all made in the image of God.  When 

we stop and notice people, when we acknowledge their humanity, we see a glimpse of God.  

Try to notice people you would normally ignore this week and engage with them. 

Daily Readings for week commencing 25th October 2021 

Monday Micah 1: 1-9   John 17: 1-5 

Tuesday Micah 2    John 17: 6-19 

Wednesday Micah 3    John 17: 20-end 

Thursday Isaiah 45: 18-end  Luke 6: 12-16  Simon and Jude 

Friday Micah 5: 2-end   John 18: 12-27 

Saturday Micah 6    John 18: 28-end 

Pray for those in need…Sally, Tristan, Mark, Katie-Louise, Pam, Sue, Bryn, Evelyn, Shane, Pat, 
Heather, Dorothy, Mandy, Joyce, Pete and family, Ian, Juliette and Nicki. Please remember those 
who mourn the loss of loved ones at this time...Lynda 


