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If you were in church last Sunday, you will know that our plans have 
changed regarding the Harvest Supper in light of increased Covid 

infection rates. Instead of the supper we are now holding a Harvest 
Picnic at the County Park on Saturday 25th September at 1.00 p.m. 

Bring you own picnic, chairs or blankets so we can share this time of 
fellowship in the open air. Oh, and pray for good weather! 

We celebrate our Harvest Festival the following day at Church. 
 

Last week’s airlift from Kabul provoked widespread 

sympathy for those who were fortunate enough to 

escape and great concern has already been expressed 

for those left behind and how they will be treated by 

the new Taliban government. However, by no means all 

of those who have fled or are trying to flee have homes 

elsewhere. Many are Afghan nationals. How will they be 

treated as outsiders in a strange land. The 

SyroPhoenician woman appears to have been a displaced person. She was certainly a gentile 

who would receive less sympathetic treatment from the Jewish people. Maybe she had faced 

hard treatment and that was why she was so quick to respond to Jesus in the way she did. It 

is worth reflecting on how we will respond to refugees who move into our street. The 

encounter between Jesus and the SyroPhoenician woman was a real encounter. Generalised 

sympathy is one thing. Active support is another. 

As the Paralympic Games draw to a close once again, we have been inspired by the 

performances of athletes winning medals and moved by their stories. These are often stories 

of perseverance and determination where individuals have achieved much against appalling 

odds. In the Gospel reading Jesus rewards the SyroPhoenician woman’s persistence and 

willingness to stand up to him. He commends these as positive attributes. As we find ourselves 

in a new phase of covid19 when it is unclear what the future will hold, it is important that we 

should be persistent and determined not least in prayers for healing. 

 

 

Daily Readings for week commencing 6th September 2021 

Monday 1 Chronicles 10: 1-11:9  Mark 9: 38-emd 

Tuesday 1 Chronicles 13   Mark 10: 1-16 

Wednesday 1 Chronicles 15: 1-16:3  Mark 10: 17-31 

Thursday 1 Chronicles 17   Mark 10: 32-34 

Friday 1 Chronicles 21: 1-22:1  Mark 10: 35-45 

Saturday 1 Chronicles 22: 2-end  Mark 10: 46-end 

Pray for those in need…Sally, Tristan, Mark, Katie-Louise, Pam, Sue, Bryn, Evelyn, Shane, Pat, 
Heather, Dorothy, Mandy, Joyce, Pete, Ian, Juliette and Nicki. Please remember those who 
mourn the loss of loved ones at this time... 

 

Jesus’ response to a 

persistent and determined 

outsider challenges our 

response to those who are 

different (Mark 7.24-30).


