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Winners for August 2021: 

1st prize No. 44 Dave Southall 2nd prize No. 4 Alison Maycroft 

 

 

From this Sunday we will be making some 

changes to the guidance on wearing face masks in church. Once you are seated you may remove 

your mask for the service. Please continue to wear your mask when you are moving around. Also, 

when you receive communion, your wafer will be intincted with the wine before it is given to you. 

 

The Taliban’s recapture of Afghanistan following the withdrawal of US-led coalition armed forces has 

been a huge shock to concerned people around the world; not least to some of the soldiers who have 

served there over the past 20 years. In the face of such an overwhelming event and the feelings of 

helplessness and despair it may evoke, it is both natural and right for people of good faith to ask, 

‘What we can do?’ For Christians, the answer to ‘What can we do?’ is always the same: we must 

recommit ourselves to answer Jesus’s call: ‘Follow me.’ As the Apostles ask in today’s Gospel reading, 

‘Lord, to whom [else] can we go? You have the words of life.’ It’s never more important to remind 

ourselves of this than when death – including the 241,000 deaths suffered in the Afghanistan conflict 

– seems to have triumphed. 

The Second Letter to Timothy reminds us that ‘God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a 

spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.’ Giving up (as opposed to taking a break, which even 

Jesus did sometimes), is not an option for Christians, no matter how much we may feel like it. 

So where, and how, can we start? The ‘where’ is easy: Wherever we are right now: at home or work, 

at school or college, in the shops and streets, among our families, friends and neighbours – and don’t 

forget what a Christian means by ‘neighbour’! The ‘how’ is easier than it may seem, too: Some of us 

will inevitably encounter new Afghan immigrants to our own country, and their future physical and 

mental wellbeing will depend greatly on the warmth of the welcome they receive among us. 

 

All of us can try to make sure that we are well-informed about the situation of God’s Afghan sons and 

daughters, and pray both generally for all of them, and specifically for persons and groups or 

communities to whom our hearts are drawn.  

In simple terms, we must be as loving as we can to everyone whose lives we can influence, and trust 

God for the rest. 

 

 

Daily Readings for week commencing 23rd August 2021 

Monday Proverbs 14:31-15:17  Mark 6: 45-end 

Tuesday Genesis 28: 10-17  John 1: 43-end    Bartholomew 

Wednesday Proverbs 18: 10-end  Mark 7: 14-23   

Thursday Proverbs 20: 1-22  Mark 7: 24-30 

Friday Proverbs 22: 1-16  Mark 7:31-end 

Saturday Proverbs 24: 23-end  Mark 8: 1-10        Augustine 

Pray for those in need…Sally, Mark, Katie-Louise, Pam, Sue, Bryn, Evelyn, Shane, Pat, Heather, 
Dorothy, Mandy, Joyce, Pete, Ian, Juliette and Nicki. Please remember those who mourn the loss 
of loved ones at this time... 


