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Pay attention to what the natural world teaches us about the nature of 

God, and our place in creation. When we are present to nature, God 

teaches us through its seasons. The readings today describe the place of 

trees in the cycle of being. From the tiniest of seeds a great mustard 

scrub can grow up and provide a home for birds. Ezekiel reflects on the 

same qualities of trees, as a symbol of hope. Trees appear throughout 

Scripture and are a cosmic symbol of wholeness. The tree of life that 

appears in the Genesis story reappears in the last chapter of Scripture 

when its leaves will be for the healing of the nations. 

 

Thomas Merton said a ‘A tree gives glory to God by being a tree. For in being what God means it to 

be it is obeying [God]. It consents to God’s creative love. It is expressing an idea which is in God and 

which is not distinct from the essence of God, and therefore a tree imitates God by being a tree.’ 

 

Recall in your imagination, in as much detail as possible, a tree with which you are familiar. Trees can 

live for 100 or more years. Imagine how old your tree is. Once it was a small seed, a seed that trusted 

itself into the act of letting go into death, as it sank into the soil, its outer shell cracking open as it 

absorbed water and nutrients and, of its very nature, began to grow. Roots went down, shoots up. 

And over many years it has become the tree you are seeing in your mind’s eye, roots going as deep 

as the trunk and branches are high, roots giving its trunk stability to endure through all passing 

weathers. Remember some of the birds you have seen sheltering in its branches and other creatures, 

or remember its fruitfulness. Each year another circle of growth adds girth to the trunk. Each year it 

offers a fresh home to nesting birds, and perhaps fresh fruit or berries. Each year it is enfolded by 

different weathers. At the end of the tree’s life, other creatures will make their home in its decaying 

wood. Or perhaps it will provide warmth, even shelter, for humans. 

 

In the same way as we entrust ourselves to God’s wisdom, allowing God’s life to unfold at its own 

pace within us, we give glory to God by being ourselves, by consenting to be who God created us to 

be. What season of our lives are we living in at the moment? What sort of weathers are enfolding us? 

 

Pray... God of mystery, Sower, Saviour, Spirit, we worship you; and we ask you to give us: eyes to 

notice where the seeds of your kingdom are growing, courage to show them to others, faith enough 

to help nurture them, and a heart that delights in their harvest. Amen. 

 

 

Daily Readings for week commencing 14th June 2021 

Monday Job 19   Romans 9: 1-18 

Tuesday Job 21   Romans 9: 19-end 

Wednesday Job 22   Romans 10: 1-10 

Thursday Job 23   Romans 10: 11-end 

Friday Job 24   Romans 11: 1-12 

Saturday Job 25-26  Romans 11:13-24 

Pray for those in need…Sally, Mark, Katie-Louise, Pam, Sue, Bryn, Evelyn, Shane, Pat, Heather, 
Dorothy, Mandy, Joyce, Pete, Ian, Juliette and Nicki. Please remember those who mourn the loss 
of loved ones at this time... 


