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A date for your diary is Sunday 16th May – we will be holding our Annual Parochial Church Meeting
at 11.00 a.m. after the morning service. We will be looking to recruit both a new PCC Secretary and
PCC Treasurer at the meeting. Please consider prayerfully whether you might be able to take one of
these roles on. Much support will be given for as long as necessary, so do not be afraid you will be left
to cope with it alone. Do contact me if you would like to know more about it. Rob.
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Daily Readings for week commencing 3rd May 2021
Deuteronomy 16: 1-20
1 Peter 1: 1-12
Deuteronomy 17: 8-end
1 Peter 1: 13-end
Deuteronomy 18: 9-end
1 Peter 2: 11-end
Deuteronomy 19
1 Peter 2: 11-end
Deuteronomy 21: 22-22:8
1 Peter 3: 1-12
Deuteronomy 24: 5-end
1 Peter 3: 13-end

Pray for those in need…Sally, Zena, Katie-Louise, Pam, Sue, Bryn, Evelyn, Shane, Pat, Heather,
Dorothy, Mandy, Joyce, Pete, Ian, Ruby and Juliette. Please remember those who mourn the loss
of loved ones at this time. Remember the souls of June, Bradlee and Jean.

Today we welcome our Team Rector, Revd Peter Hart to preside and preach
– welcome Peter, it is good to have you with us at last.
Collecting used stamps for RNIB
There will be a collecting box at services (or give to Penny). Please leave
approx. 1 cm (half inch) of paper around the stamp edge. Thank you!
ABOUT THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL.......
Jesus’ parable of the true vine draws on Isaiah’s song of the vineyard (Isaiah 5.1ff), where God’s
planting symbolises ‘the house of Israel and the people of Judah’. In John’s narrative, Jesus speaks
these words before his death, but like everything he says in chapters 13–17, he has an eye on his later
followers. John’s audience hears what Jesus says as words of the crucified and risen Christ addressing
their particular situation, where hostility poisoned relationships between the local synagogue and the
Jesus community (John 16.1-2; cf 9.22, 15.18ff).
‘I am the true vine’ has the power to reframe this adversity. The world, represented by the local
synagogue, may subject them to violence, but they are still God’s true planting, the object of his
tender care and love. The hostility they endure can only sharpen their sense of this. The language of
‘abiding’ first appears in John 1.32, where it is used of the Spirit ‘remaining’ (the Greek word is
translated as ‘abide’, ‘remain’ or ‘stay’) on Jesus from his baptism onwards. And then two of the
Baptist’s more curious disciples ‘remain’ with Jesus for the day (1.39). So ‘abiding’ speaks of grace and
relationship – the flow of the ‘greater love’ of the new commandment (John 13.34; 15.12-13) –
sustaining disciples in adversity, like fruitful branches on the vine. If the vine suffers loss because
branches are pruned and then burned, this too lies within the vine-grower’s remit to sustain its
fruitfulness.
Like all parables, this one invites further reflection. In the face of all that threatens the vine, ‘abiding
in love’ is whatever strengthens the flow of grace and relationships, without allowing the community
to become defensive and turn in on itself. Fruitful vines benefit the world beyond the vineyard. Christlike love can absorb and even redeem hostility.
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