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A very happy and blessed Easter to each and every one of you.
This week’s newsletter is somewhat longer as there will not be a newsletter for 11th April.
I’m also enclosing some details from the diocese about lay training that is available to those
who might be interested.
Our service for the 11th April will be in the community centre – can you book in as usual
but this week contact Phil Welling as Rob is taking a week’s leave.

I felt so embarrassed. We’d known each other for years. I walked straight past without saying
a word. I didn’t even see him/her. I don’t know where my head was, except it wasn’t on the
street that day. ‘Is that you, Alex?’ said the voice from behind me. ‘Sam, I didn’t see you,’ I
said as I swung round. ‘How did I not know it was you? I’m so sorry. I’ve got a lot on my mind
at the moment. If you hadn’t said my name I’d never have known.’
Perhaps you have had an experience like that. It’s not that uncommon. Your mind is
elsewhere. Or you see someone in a place, a setting, where you did not expect to see them.
So, you don’t make the connection, not at first. But then you hear your name…and
everything changes. Even if only for a little while.
Having got to this point in an Easter Day sermon, the preacher may then ask us to imagine
that we are with Mary at the tomb of Jesus – or even that we are Mary. That’s all very well,
and some people will find that a helpful thing to do. After all, experience is generally worth
many words.
But in reality, we are here. We are in this place, thousands of miles and thousands of years
away from that tomb, trying to make sense of something that much of the world around us
dismisses as fantasy (or worse). Can we prove it? No. Can we show the evidence. No. At least
not in a way that would satisfy a modern investigation.
And yet…here we are, in this place, thousands of miles and thousands of years away from
that tomb, confidently proclaiming – as we do again and again – ‘He is risen!’
We are in a touching place – a place where our lives touch a mystery that we cannot fully
understand or explain. But it is a place where hope is real. A place where we catch a glimpse
of a different world, a world where our God reigns, and things that we can only dream of, are
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not only possible but actually happening. What was it he said? I have come to bring good
news to the poor, release to the captives, sight to the blind, freedom for the oppressed…
And if we believe – if our ‘He is risen!’ is more than just an Easter mantra – if we explore and
follow through on the implications and consequences of what we proclaim today – then the
future hope starts to become a present reality. And it all began when Mary heard her name
called and went and told someone else of her experience. Who are you going to tell?
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Daily Readings for week commencing 5th April 2021
Song of Solomon 1: 9-2:7
Mark 16: 1-8
Song of Solomon 2: 8-end
Luke 24: 1-12
Song of Solomon 3
Matthew 28: 16-end
Song of Solomon 5: 2-6:3
Luke 7: 11-17
Song of Solomon 7: 10-8: 4
Luke 8: 41-end
Song of Solomon 8: 5-7
John 11: 17-44
Daily Readings for week commencing 12th April 2021
Deuteronomy 1: 3-18
John 20: 1-10
Deuteronomy 1: 19-40
John 20: 11-18
Deuteronomy 3: 18-end
John 20: 19-end
Deuteronomy 4: 1-14
John 21: 1-14
Deuteronomy 4: 15-31
John 21: 15-19
Deuteronomy 4: 32-40
John 21: 20-end

Pray for those in need…Sally, Zena, Katie-Louise, Pam, Sue, Bryn, Evelyn, Shane, Pat, Heather,
Dorothy, Mandy, Joyce, Pete, Ian, June and Juliette. Please remember those who mourn the loss
of loved ones at this time…especially Jayne and Dick.

Lay training opportunities:

Stepping up: Reading the Bible
When and Where: Monday 10 May, 7.30pm on Zoom
It sounds straightforward, but reading in public is different from reading on our own. Never mind our
anxieties about being heard, getting our pronunciations right, or coping with the microphone, when
we read the Bible in church, we are also trying to help other people understand the reading. To do
that, we need to understand it ourselves, and let’s be honest, the books of the Bible are not always
the easiest pieces of writing to understand.
This workshop aims to explore the practice or public reading of scripture. There will be opportunities
to explore what people find helpful, but beyond that the workshop will look at the importance of
public reading, offers an orientation to understanding the Bible, and gives some practical hints and
tips for those who read it.
Book via Eventbrite: https://bit.ly/3q643ec
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Stepping up: Leading the intercessions
When and Where: Monday 24 May, 7.30pm on Zoom
Praying is an important part of the Christian life. Leading other people in prayer is seen as one of the
key privileges of the newly confirmed disciple. But how do we go from reading prayers that others
have written, to putting things in our own words. What are the right things to pray for, and what are
the better ways to phrase our requests and thanksgivings? This workshop builds on the experience
that we all have as people who have been helped or hindered to pray by the ways others lead
prayer. It will draw out some of the principles of leading clear intercessions, and offer a path by
which people can grow in their experience.
Book via Eventbrite: https://bit.ly/2O0rqsu

Everyday Faith in Work
Where:
When:

Online
Either May 19 2021, 7.30– 9.00pm
or
June 10 2021, 7.30 – 9.00pm

How do your faith and your work connect with each other? A lot of what is said and written about
faith in the workplace is about relationships: treating people well, finding opportunities to share
appropriately what we believe, bearing witness through our character and behaviour to the
difference God makes in our lives.
But what about the nature of the work itself? If we are employees, what are the aims and purposes
of the companies we work for? Is the business about making money or making useful products, and
where does the balance lie? How does my workplace serve the economy, or build up the common
good? How does its structure promote just and equitable treatment of employee and customer
alike? How much of a pay differential should there be between CEO and the lowest paid?
Whether I am employed or self-employed, where do I, on a personal level, feel most fulfilled in my
work and why? Do I see my work as a vocation to which God has called me? How does my faith help
when things go wrong at work? These are more difficult questions, having no cut and dried answers,
no obvious connections with what the bible has to say, nor any straightforward moral prescriptions.
This workshop is for people to come together to explore these and other questions, and how they
might relate to their own work and workplace. There is no fixed agenda, other than an agreement to
meet together and explore these kinds of questions, in the hope such a conversation will be
supportive and stimulating. If enough people are interested, there may be opportunity to plan a
continuing conversation.
The workshop is convened by Doug Chaplin, Discipleship and Lay Training Officer for the diocese and
Dick Johnson, lead chaplain for Faith at Work in Worcestershire and lead chaplain to the Police and
Fire Services.
Book via Eventbrite:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/everyday-faith-in-work-tickets-144389941201

Revd Rob Farmer 01905-319157. Phil Welling 01905-354778 Penny Welford 01905-351468

