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Dear Friends, the Lent course “For such a time as this” that will be running through Lent. Please let
me know during this next week if you would like to take part. The course begins on Wednesday 24th
February at 7.30 p.m. If you would like to see a copy, please follow this link:
https://www.uspg.org.uk/engage/support5/forsuchatime/lent-course-2021/
In addition to this I will also be circulating copies of a 40-day Lenten retreat put together by the
Jesuits in Scotland called “knowing Jesus”. There is a daily Bible reading and reflection, with music
for those able to access it. Look out for a copy in you Inbox or through your letterbox.
Ash Wednesday is on 17th February this year and marks the beginning of
Lent. There will be a Zoom service at 7.30 p.m. for those who wish to join. It
is customary for me to mark foreheads with ash, but obviously that cannot
happen this year. The ash is made by burning Palm Crosses from the
previous year. If you would like to take part in the service please do burn
your own cross if you feel comfortable to do so and can do it safely, and use
the ash in the service to mark you own forehead. Details of the service will
be circulated on Tuesday this coming week.
Ayodeji Malcom Guite (b. 1957) is a poet, priest, academic, and songwriter. In this poem,
“Transfiguration,” Guite captures the simplicity of the moment. Without fanfare, unlike Christians,
we simply see the “Love that dances at the heart of things.”
For that one moment, ‘in and out of time’,
On that one mountain where all moments meet,
The daily veil that covers the sublime
In darkling glass fell dazzled at his feet.
There were no angels full of eyes and wings
Just living glory full of truth and grace.
The Love that dances at the heart of things
Shone out upon us from a human face
And to that light the light in us leaped up,
We felt it quicken somewhere deep within,
A sudden blaze of long-extinguished hope
Trembled and tingled through the tender skin.
Nor can this blackened sky, this darkened scar
Eclipse that glimpse of how things really are.
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Daily Readings for week commencing 15th February 2021
Jeremiah 1
John 3: 1-21
Jeremiah 2: 1-13
John 3: 22-end
Daniel 9: 3-6; 17-19
1 Timothy 6: 6-19 Ash Wednesday
Jeremiah 2: 14-32
John 4: 1-26
Jeremiah 3: 6-22
John 4: 27-42
Jeremiah 4: 1-18
John 4: 43-end

Pray for those in need…Sally, Zena, Katie-Louise, Pam, Sue, Bryn, Evelyn, Shane, Pat, Heather,
Dorothy, Mandy, Hasan and Joyce. Please remember those who mourn the loss of loved ones at
this time…especially Frederick, John, Lily and Bettie.
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