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Dear Friends, the Lent course “For such a time as this” that will be running through Lent. Please let
me know as soon as possible if you would like to take part. The course begins on Wednesday 24th
February at 7.30 p.m. If you would like to see a copy, please follow this link:
https://www.uspg.org.uk/engage/support5/forsuchatime/lent-course-2021/
In addition to this throughout Lent I will be circulating copies of a 40-day Lenten retreat put together
by the Jesuits in Scotland called “knowing Jesus”. There is a daily Bible reading and reflection, with
music for those able to access it. Look out for a copy in you Inbox or through your letterbox.
‘Hello! Who are you?’ I wonder how you reply. I guess it depends on who is asking,
but, in general, what would you say? Or, what if you’re asked, ‘What do you do?’ or
‘Where do you come from’? Do you find those easy to answer, or not? More
importantly, do our answers to those questions define us? Aren’t we much more than
just what we do, or where we come from?
So, who are you? Not ‘What is your name?’, but… what makes you the wonderful and
unique person that you are? And… do you realise how special you are?
In the Gospel for this Sunday, we hear how Jesus truly realised who he was. Jesus is
baptized by John, just like the others who came to John at the River Jordan. But, as he
comes up from the water, Jesus hears a voice, God’s voice, saying to him, ‘You are my
beloved Son’. Jesus then – ‘immediately’ Mark says – goes into the wilderness where
he can explore what that means for him. We sometimes focus very quickly on the
three temptations. Mark doesn’t even mention them in detail. He says only that he was
tempted, while he spent 40 days among the wild animals. And ‘angels waited on him’.
In the Bible, angels are a way of talking about the presence of God. God was with him.
What’s truly amazing is that God loves us all like that! We too are God’s beloved and
valued sons and daughters. When we are in the wilderness – whatever that means,
and whatever that feels like, in our lives – angels wait on us. God is with us. As we
begin this year’s Lent, think about what it means that you are God’s much-loved child.
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Daily Readings for week commencing 22nd February 2021
Jeremiah 4: 19-end
John 5: 1-18
Jeremiah 5: 1-19
John 5: 19-29
Jeremiah 5: 20-end
John 5: 30-end
Jeremiah 6: 9-21
John 6: 1-15
Jeremiah 6: 22-end
John 6: 16-27
Jeremiah 7: 1-20
John 6: 27-40

Pray for those in need…Sally, Zena, Katie-Louise, Pam, Sue, Bryn, Evelyn, Shane, Pat, Heather,
Dorothy, Mandy, Hasan and Joyce. Please remember those who mourn the loss of loved ones at
this time…especially Bettie.
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