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Dear Friends, 
This comes with my very best wishes for a Happy New Year. I do hope that you all managed 
to have a good Christmas despite the unusual circumstances, and a big thank you for all 
your good wishes over the festive season. 
 
Having said all that obviously the year has not got off to the best of starts and here we are 
again facing a new lockdown. Let’s hope that with the introduction of a vaccine that this 
might be the beginning of the end, although I fear it still will take many more months for us 
to find a new normal. Unlike the last national lockdown, the government has not insisted 
that places of worship should close along with everything else. The Archbishops and Bishops 
have given local churches autonomy to either hold public acts of worship or not depending 
on individual contexts. 
 
We, of course, do not have exclusive use of a building and this has partly led me to decide 
that public acts of worship in Ronkswood will cease until such a time when the lockdown 
restrictions are relaxed. I also feel that it is unreasonable and irresponsible to expect people 
to gather in groups when we have been expressly asked not to. I also think it sends out the 
wrong signal to communities who themselves are asked to refrain from gathering in groups. 
We must sacrifice our gatherings to encourage others to do the same.  
 
From this Sunday we will revert to worship online. This will alternate between services on 
Zoom and pre-recorded services on YouTube (Zoom services will be recorded and uploaded 
to the YouTube channel afterwards). Joining instructions for a Zoom service will be sent to 
you on the Saturday morning before, so do check your email then. For those without 
internet access I am working on a new batch of resources that will be posted out to you in 
the next couple of weeks. This is less than ideal I know, but a change will come if we are all 
sensible and obey the rules. Most importantly pray for a better outcome in the ensuing 
weeks, for our wonderful NHS staff, for those in government trying to control the situation, 
those worried about income and livelihoods, and those who are sick and dying as a result of 
this terrible virus. 
 
As always, stay safe and God Bless, Rob. 
 

 

Daily Readings for week commencing 11th January 2021 

Monday Amos 1   1 Corinthians 1: 1-17 

Tuesday Amos 2   1 Corinthians 1: 18-end 

Wednesday Amos 3   1 Corinthians 2 

Thursday Amos 4   1 Corinthians 3 

Friday Amos 5: 1-17  1 Corinthians 4 

Saturday Amos 5: 18-end  1 Corinthians 5 

Pray for those in need…Sally, Zena, Katie-Louise, Pam, Sue, Bryn, Evelyn, Shane, Pat, Heather, 
Dorothy Lily, Mandy and Joyce. Please remember those who mourn the loss of loved ones at 
this time…especially William and Bertha. 


